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THE IDES OF KERALA ? 


HERE is a lesson to be drawn from the results of the municipal 
élections in Kerala, but not the one which newspaper proprietors 
would like us to draw. Contrary to the impression which might be con- 
veyed by the gushing headlines, the shift in the Kerala electorate’s 
mood has been perhaps scarcely more than marginal, About half-a-dozen 
municipalities, out of a total of nearly forty, will now be additionally under 
the control of Congress and Kerala Congress councillors. The elections 
have also shown that the Congress and its cohorts continue to retain the 
allegiance of roughly one-third of the .Kerala voters. The Left 
Communists too have maintained their share of the total votes and have 
in fact increased their overall representation on the municipal councils ; 
the performance of the Muslim League has been equally impressive. It 
is only the other partners in the United Front—the multi-hued SSP, the 
Right Communists, KSP, KTP and all that—who have lost grievously, 
Their overweening ambition induced them to put forward candidates here, 
there, everywhere : these candidatures had little relationship with their 
basic strength in the constituencies ; there was also a demonstrated alactrity 
to cut off their own noses to spite the CPI(M). It cannot quite be said 
that they have succeed¢d in the latter objective ; but they have certainly en- 
dangered the concept of the United Front, and, in the process, helped. to 
promote exaggerated hopes of a come-back in assorted Congress bosoms. 
Mr Namboodiripad must be a somewhat chastened man today ; his 
architecture of the. United: Front will now be having more critics within 
the CPI(M) than there were till about a week ago, and the fire next time 
can be still worse. But at least the CPI(M) has its mass base unimpaired 
and can afford to go it alone if the unreasonableness of some others 
exceeds the limits of tolerance. This could however hardly be said. about 
the main instigaters of indiscipline within the United Front. The bourbons 
of Kerala, it would seem, lear nothing and forget everything: otherwise 
memories of the disaster of 1965 would have urged them to halt, 

The weekend results from Kerala should convey, a message to the 
individyals who are busy allocating the United Front seats for the coming 
mid-term elections in West Bengal. We need waste no sympathy on the 
CPI(M). who in this State are hoist by their own UF petard. But that 

hardly exonerates the demeanour of certain groups and individuals, whose 
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entire passion, if external evidence is 
to be believed, is currently devoted 
more to working out stratagems for 
containing the Left Communists than 
for defeating the Congress. Some 
extraordinary logic has been heard of 
late in this connection. How dare 
the CPI(M) claim 104 seats—right- 
cous indignation boiling over, we 
have been asked—when everybody 
in the world knows the strength of 
the Naxalbari group has increased 
substantially in recent months, and, 
to that extent, the official) CPI(M) is 
diminished? Render not unto Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar. Since the 
electorate has turned more left, the 
seats which should normally have gone 
to the left should. according to this 
particular school of thought, now 
go to proper renegades like the PSP, 
or perhaps to those who, believing in 
eternal verities, keep on exploring mass 
bases within the Swantantra Party and 
the Jana Sangh. 

To these gentlemen we say, enough 
is enough. If they swear by elections, 
there are certain rules of the game. 
If the results of municipal elections 
here in West Bengal do not offer them 
any early warning signal, they should 
at least be impressed by the fate that 
has overtaken their comrades in 
Kerala. For, unlike the bourbons, the 
electorate perhaps forgets very little, 


A Vote-Catching Campaign 


The Government of India’s reported 
decision to compile the directives issu- 
ed by it from time to time to the State 
Governments on measures to maintan 
communal amity will certainly yield a 
formidable volume. If prolix direct- 
ives could solve a problem, there 
would not have been the frequent re- 
petition in recent weeks of ugly clashes 
in different parts of the country; for 
currently the South Block is flooding 
the State Governments with do’s and 
don’ts on the communal situation. 
The man of action that he is, Mr 
Chavan is not satisfied with this paper 
war on communalism; he has called 
a conference of State Chief Ministers 
towards the middle of this month to 
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evolve “effective and urgent” counter- 
measures, Mr Chavan’s efforts have 
been promptly supplemented by that 
august, though somewhat effete, body, 
the Congress Working Committee, 
which in a fit of self-criticism has 
lamented that the Congress organisa- 
tion has failed in its duty to ensure se- 
curity to the minority community. It 
has recommended a ban on communal 
Organisations and the setting up of 
departments of minority affairs at 
Central and State levels to explore 
avenues of employment for the mino- 
rities. Lest she lag behind, the Prime 
Minister has declared at the Parlia- 
mentarians’ convention in New Delhi 
that communalism would not be toler- 
ated any longer. 
Neither the Congress nor the Gov- 
ernment run by it has ever lacked 
in platitudes. Had they carried out 
even a fraction of their assurances, 
the communal problem—and this is 
not limited to people of different reli- 
gious denominations alone—would 
not have been what it is today. The 
Government cannot possibly think up 
any suggestion which was not made 
before in one form or another. For 
years We had a Minority Minister at 
the Centre, and West Bengal is still 
reported to have a Minority Commis- 
sion, presided over by a Minister 
when that species was extant and now 
by the chairman of the State Council. 
How many times the Commission has 
met in its nearly eighteen years of 
existence will give an idea of its colos- 
sal inactivity. Naturally, the latest 
suggestions appear tiresomely repeti- 
tive, and it should not be surprising if 
they are dismissed unceremoniously, 
Over the years a kind of agreement 
appears to have been reached between 
the Centre and the States under which 
the Centre’s right to issue directives, 
strongly worded if necessary, and the 
States’ right to flout them have both 
been conceded. The arrangement 
suits the Centre well, for it can pro- 
claim innocence and pass on the 
blame to the State Governments. 
Mr Chavan is already started on this 
course, and the only purpose his 
golden treasury of Central directives 
on communalism is designed to serve 
is to sustain his claim that the Centre 
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Change In Assam 
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latter is not anxious to take on a 
territory with a large Muslim popula- 
tion. North Cachar and Mikir hills 
would have a difficult choice, though 
it would perhaps prefer to join the 
adjacent hill districts. 

Even in the Brahmaputra Valley. 
the Ahoms would intensify their agi- 
tation for a separate State and the 
Bodos of Goalpara would claim 
greater autonomy. What would be 
left of the Assam hitherto dominated 
by the caste Hindus of Kamrup ? 
Three or four districts with a Muslim 
population whose size would bring no 
comfort to the dominant Hindu elite. 
Not unnaturally, Gauhati is opposed 
to any change; the slightest upset to 
the present political and social arrange- 
ment could release forces to under- 
mine the position of the dominant 
minority. And that minority is clever 
enough to point out that the process 
could also mean the territorial disinte- 
gration of a sensitive border region. 

Yet New Delhi must realize that a 
much surer way to disintegration 
would be to let the present tensions 
build up within a framework of arti- 
ficial unity, Legitimate aspirations 
for autonomy must be respected and 
met. Plans for reorganization must 
be clear and just and they should be 
carried out without excessive concern 
for the interests of the local Congress 
politicians who have created the pre- 
sent mess: But the ability of a dither- 
ing Central Government to do any- 
thing of this nature is doubtful. The 
mess it has made in Mizoland inspires 
no hope. * 


Winning Friends 


It is difficult to estimate how serious 
Mr Nijalingappa, the Congress Presi- 
dent, was when last week he told re- 
porters in the Press Club in Delhi 
that, if necessary and in “the imterest 
of the country,” the Congress might 
well form a coalition at the Centre, as 
it had done, with only limited success, 
in certain States since the elections 
last year. For the Swatantra Party 
and some other quarters there have 
been off and on several appeals for a 
national government; but Mrs Gan- 
dhi’s action to fhesve sevturts hive 


been uniformly resistant. At Jeast 
once she permitted herself to say that 
the Government at the Centre had 
never been stronger—a tall claim. The 
Congress had hitherto, since 1937 in 
fact, treated every other political party 
in India as an untouchable; a coali- 
tion with Fazlul Huq in Bengal in 
that year might haye changed the 
course of Indian history; there were 
other wasted opportunities of coming 
to terms with the Muslim League. 
Whence, then, this new cagerness for 
togetherness? Weakness? 

The Lok Sabha figures seem firm 
enough. None of the no-confidence 
motions against the Congress in the 
last twenty years made anything like 
a respectable showing. At one time it 
seemed that the parties in the Oppo- 
sition might unite sufficiently to block 
any Congress-inspired amendment to 
the Constitution. Sinee then, how- 
ever, there have been signs of an anti- 
Communist line-up, in the name of 
democracy of course; and may be 
Congress as a dominating party is 
not much weaker today than it was 
in February or March last year vis-a- 
vis the left. It does not appear to be 
widely realised that, for all her failur- 
és, which are obvious enough, Mrs 
Gandhi might have done far worse 
than she has in fact done. 

Mr Nijalingappa’s open arms to so- 
called “like-minded” parties may be 
no more than yet another indication 
of weaknesses within the Congress, It 
is not divided Opposition which has 
made a shattering impact on the Cong- 
ress leadership; but the built-in con- 
tradictions inside. the Congress Party 
are NOW assuming proportions which 
can no longer be concealed. The 
Congress President, Mr Nijalingappa, 
still seems something of a budli in his 
no longer august office, for his heart 
is still in Bangalore where he feels 
securer, He is also under an obliga- 
tion, to his followers, to show that he 
is not anybody’s “boy”, while keeping 
up the posture that Mysore needs him- 
It is possible that he will, with un- 
concealed reluctance, abandon one of 
his gaddis in a month or so, as he has 
said, not for the first time; but it js 
difficult to see how, short of taking 
over the party orisidvatship herself, 
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4 la her farther, the Prime Minister 
can impose on her party that minimal 
discipline without which the whole 
show of party-government relationship 
looks just ridiculous. What the Indian 
people ought to insist on is an identifi- 
cation parade, for Mr Nijalingappa 
may be only the top of an iceberg 
There must be others who should stand 
up and be counted. The Congress 
President’s overtures, vague though 
they are, to other parties seem a first 
salvo against the Prime ‘Minister 
which Mrs Gandhi may be wise to 
watch, 


Colour Contrasts 


The British Government’s. attitude 
to Asian immigrants from Kenya has 
been nothing short of abominable. 
Which is not to say that the behayiour 
of every other party involyed has been 
exemplary. The circumstances in 
which so many people of Asian origin 
felt obliged to take out British pass- 
ports are complex and many, few do- 
ing much credit to neither the expat- 
riates or the Governments of India and 
Pakistan. Current British beastliness 
appears to have madg many forget 
that the U. K. was under no ines- 
capable mora] or political obligation 
to hand out so many British passports 
It was an act of faith, much like New 
Delhi's wunhenoured assurances to 
Hindus in Pakistan in 1947, The fact 
is that we have been living in a glass- 
honse without ever desisting from 
throwing stones at others. 

This fact admitted, India has other 
confessions to make, The reasons for 
which so many Asians in Kenya did 
not opt for Indian or Pakistani pass- 
ports are again varied and complex, 
none doing much credit to either Delhi 
or Rawalpindi. Most of the Asians 
preferred England to India or Pakis- 
tan, their beloved motherlands, be- 
cause neither seemed attractive after 
so many years of planning and basic 
democracy. . Mr Jomo Kenyatta, who 
is quick to take offence on questions 
of colour, should also be reminded 
that the present crisis in Kenya might 
never have arisen if he had not taken 
a discriminatory attitude towards the 
Asians in Kenya, who exploited the 
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country all right but not without 
building something for East Africa as 
a whole. It is the Government of 
Kenya which has created a crisis which 
need not have arisen at all. Indeed, 
there Is evidence that soon there may 
be a gap in Kenya's economy which 
Kenyans cannot immediately fill. Like 
some other counfries, mostly in Africa, 
such as the Congo, Kenya apparently 
wants to learn things the hard way. 
Let it if it chooses so. 

Mr Enoch Powell’s recent speech 
in Birmingham embarrassed even the 
Conservative Party but it helped to re- 
veal the ugly face of Britain as did 
the subsequent demonstrations, the 
colour arrogance and fear of the 
workers who are supposed to be the 
vanguard of revolutionary forces. The 
other fact which cannot be hammered 
too often is that few of the Kenyan 
Asians wanted to come back to India 
Mr Powell, no friend of India to be 
sure, brought out what largely imagi- 
nary Commonwealth bonhomie had 
hidden so long. Commonwealth or 
no, black remains black and white 
wants to remain white. It is not much 
use looking for a justification of the 
present policy in the present state of 
the British economy or, for that 
matter, the state of the Indian eco- 
nomy.. The colour is, always has 
been, there. It will be a pity, how- 
ever, if the present conflict is viewed 
only in terms of colour. The failures 
of so many countries, including Kenya 
and Britain and India and Pakistan in 
their respective economic endeavours 
have brought about ths present crisis 
to which no early answer seems visi- 
ble. The truth is that there are many 
shades between black and white, 
which neither whites nor blacks are 
prepared to see in halftone terms. 


Panicky Allies 


Following the All Fool's Eve broad- 
cast by LBJ on peace moves in Viet- 
nam the American allies in Asia have 
grown jittery. The spectre of peace now 
literally haunts the citadels of ‘free- 
dom’ in Asia, Impassioned discus- 
sions about the ‘domino theory’ have 
beon revived. If Vietnam goes, they 
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teer force (culled the Gopala Sena by 
its critics) is a purposeless outht with 
no political objective because the party 
itself has settled for a status quo. 

At the State level, proximity |to 
power makes a party opportunistic. 
The CPI(M) in West Bengal or 
Kerala has to compromise on many 
things to keep power or to retum to 
power, The CPI(M) in Kerala would 
hate to ste the party launch any mass 
action that would invite the Centre’s 
wrath, just as the party’s West Bengal 
leadership detested the Naxalbari deve- 
lopments. In Andhra Pradesh, the 
party is the farthest from power and 
has no inhibitions against colliding 
with the Centre. . 

The general mood in the party on 
the eve of the Burdwan plenum was 
against another split so soon, But the 
trend was unmistakable. In the 
Andhra Pradesh Committee, the hard- 
liners who reject the status-quo politics 
of the official leadership had a clear 
majority, There were vague appre- 
hensions that after Burdwan, the 
Andhra Committee would be dissolved 
and replaced by an ad hoc panel of 
conformists. The Centre, on its part, 
thought there would be a split at 
Burdwan, making the isolation of the 
hardliners and a crackdown on them 
easier. The Centre has always want- 
ed the party leadership to disown its 
hardliners and has often found itself 
obliged. 

With the split averted at Burdwan, 
the party is going through a tortuous 
convulsion. In the Srikakulam dis- 
trict of Andhra Pradesh (on the Orissa 
border), an 800-mile tribal tract is 
now surrounded by armed police who 
are closing in on the hide-outs of the 
leaders of a semi-Naxalbari type of 
movement which has been on for six 
months. The immediate problem for 
the Andhra Pradesh party is to save 
the 250-odd cadres who have been 
trapped in the pincer movement of 
the police. 

Surprisingly, one reads nothing 
about this movement in the party's 
official journals. Jt was not until 
Big Business papers reported it that 
the country came to know of a mini- 
Telengana. Far away from the Orissa- 
Andhra Pradesh border tribal belt, in 
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Nalgonda (Telengana) 3,000 criminal! 
cases have been registered against pea- 
sants in one district in connection 
with a movement that has been grow- 
ing. The situation js tense and clashes 
between Communist volunteers and 
the armed police are inevitable any 
moment, The hard-lining leadership of 
the State party fears that the moment 
there is such a clash anywhere in 
Andhra Pradesh, the official leader- 
ship at the Centre would be quick to 
disown the movements as * adventu- 
rist’-—a signal for the Government 
to swoop on the extremists. 

Sooner or later, it would become 


Andhra Pradesh 


Class War 


From A CORRESPONDENT 


NDHRA is much in the news all 

over the country, Not for its 
achievements in foodgrains production 
or for its involvement in river waters 
dispute but for the harijan killing 
spree of the landlords during the past 
two months, Even those who had 
all the sympathy for the victims and 
all the hatred for those who perpetra- 
ted such an inhuman act as roasting 
a harijan alive in Kanchakacherla in 
Krishna district were not able to 
understand the real meaning of such 
a noise over this incident in Parlia- 
ment. Perhaps, the law-makers at 
Delhi felt uncomfortable over such 
happenings, when they were shouting 
against similar forms of treatment by 
the whites of the blacks either in 
South Africa or America, 

But behind the caste twist given to 
this incident lies the story of a class 
war declared by the feudal gentry 
against the poor in the country-side. 

It all started in October last when 
the landlords in Gummalaxmipuram 
in the Parvatipuram area of Srikaku- 
lam district shot dead two tribals for 
having dared to join a movement ask~- 
ing for implementation of the 1917 
regulations enacted by the British rul- 
ers, prohibiting alienation of tribal 
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basis. It is significant that right in 
the midst of such incidents Andhra 
was chosen as the venue by the sche- 
duled caste employees in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department all over the 
country for their first conference and 
that it formed an all-India federation 
of scheduled caste P & T employees. 

Unemployed Congress leaders like 
Sanjivayya have raised the banner of 
unity of minorities against the majori- 
ty. Unite all harijans, Christians, 
Muslims to oust the Government, that 
was the slogan given by him. It 
is only the politically blind that refuse 
to see who are the disruptors of the 
country’s unity. 

The Leit Communist leader, Mr Nagi 
Reddy, said on the fioor of the Assem- 
bly that his party was not fighting shy 
of owning up its responsibility for the 
struggle of the tribal people in Srika- 
kulam district. 
He told the Government that his party 
could not be expected to sit tight 
when the Government itself, by its 
policies, was unfolding a situation for 
his party to jump into the fray and 
lead the people against injustice. 


Kerala 


Storm Over Project 
RAM]! 


Alt the political parties including 
the partners in the United 
Front are at the moment ranged 
against the CPI(M) because, perhaps, 
it commands the most massive popu- 
lar support in Kerala and wields the 
major share of administrative power. 
This bitterness is nurtured and pro- 
jected even at the expense of the pro- 
fessed basic ideologies of the non- 
Communist parties. A classic example 
of this accounts for the current sensa- 
tion in Kerala. The huge hydel pro- 
ject at Idiki which is under way with 
the help of the Canadian Government 
has been turned into a political wea- 
pon to damn the CPM and the chief 
prosecutor is the Right CPI. 
The Rs. 70-crore project would, 
when completed, make Kerala affluent 
in power, sufficient to meet her needs 


He did not stop there. 


and those of neigbouring States too, in 
part. The Hindustan Construction 
Company (a unit of the Walchand 
group) has undertaken the contract 
for work on this project. The site is 
over 35 miles from the nearest town- 
ship, in the heart of heavily forested 
mountainous country. Nearly four 
thousand people had been working 
there, clearing forests, blasting rocks, 
building tunnels on -some of the 
toughest jobs, under sub-human con- 
ditions of life. 

The project attracted labour from 
all corners of Kerala, The terrific 
rush for jobs, any jobs, came in handy 
for the contractors to enforce the 
most notorious conditions for labour 
imaginable, Even primary, rock- 
bottom amenities were denied to the 
workers, camping and working in the 
inhospitable wilderness. Many cases 
occurred in which the bodies of 
workers involved in fatal accidents 
were disposed off without trace. The 
contractors wielded tyrannical power 
through their sword arm represented 
by a tough band of men brought 
from Bombay, which included a hard 
core of professional goondas too, 
These “security men” have been res- 
ponsible for coldblooded murder of 
local workers. Physical assaults with 
the help of the goonda force were 
the reply of the firm to any agitation 
by the workers. 

Some time back the firm folded up 
work On the plea of insecurity at the 
hands of allegedly violent workers. 

A hue and cry has been raised 
The blame for holding up the project 
is put on the CPM-led workers and 
all the language papers without ex- 
ception and the non-Marxist political 


leaders have been unanimous in 
condemning their “anti-State, anti- 
national tactics.” A leading figure 


in this campaign has been Mr M. N 
Govindan Nair, the Right CPI leader, 
who holds the Electricity portfolio in 
the EMS Cabinet. Mr Nair, with his 
pro-working class tradition, has noth- 
ing to say in favour of the workers : 
not a word about the intolerable con- 
ditions of work or the tyrannical atti- 
tude of the firm, He has spearheaded 
the attack against the Marxists and 
has become a champion of the HCC. 
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cu Pa caustic 300-word statement, 
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and ithe way the Government has 
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handled the entire question. He says 
“The aggrieved students and a large 
section of the public as well as myself 
would have preferred a High Court 
judge to have been asked to handle the 


mutter inasmuch as impartiality of the 
Government was questioned,” 

By some strange coincidence, Raja- 
jis stand in this matter has drawn 
wide support from Congress circles. 


Calcutta Diary 


GYAN KApPuR 


“yEATH is life, said the owners of 
Burn & Co long seven months 
back but the workers refused to accept 
the dictum. They did not agree to 
have 1,750 of their colleagues thrown 
out of employment, Angered at their 
challenge, the owners of the vast in- 
dustral complex locked out about 
9,000 workers to teach them a lesson. 
If truth be told, Sir Biren has won 
hands down. While this and—Standard 
Wagon—has been probably the most 
protacted dispute ever in West Bengal, 
it can be said with certainty that never 
have the industrialists beaten down 
the workers to the extent they have 
in the terms of “settlement” arrived at 
in the New Secretariat. 

The atmosphere seems to have been 
cynical in the extreme, with the De- 
puty Labour Commissioner smilingly 
informing reporters that the two 
parties were eating sweets together. 
If the impression was sought to 
be created that it was a joyful 
celebration, we must protest. But 
perhaps the participants were fully 
aware of what was happening. There 
is another and equally common prac- 
tice all the world over among practi- 
cally all communities—to wit, the 
funeral feast, What was celebrated on 
that fateful Sunday in the New Secre- 
tariat was the killing of the spirit of 
resistance of the workers of Bum & 
Co. We mourn the loss, which is of 
all working people in the State and 
the country. 

We also mourn the deaths by suicide, 
accidents, starvation and malnutrition 
directly due to the lockout. Of these 
no accurate account is possible but 
they may be far more numerous than 
can be guessed from the stray reports, 

It might have been hoped that in 
their hour of triumph Sir Biren or his 





































agents would-be a little generous. But 
no, they must have their pound of 
flesh, ‘Total and complete surrender, 
those are the terms. Even pending 
disputes are to be dropped. Over this 
“agreement” the union representatives 
could find the heart to eat sweets | 
During the Jong drawn out misery of 
the workers no stone seems to have 
been left unturned to cow them down. 
They could not even take out money 
from their provident funds. It has 
been reported without any official den- 
ial that a senior official who was in 
favour of this was hurriedly transferred 
to Delhi. 

One term of the agreement deserves 
special attention. The workers will 
be called to join by notices pasted on 
the factory gates and if they do not 
turn up within 15 days, their services 
will be automatically terminated, 
With large numbers of workers having 
left the area and spread out all over 
the country during the past seven 
months, the hated question of retrench- 
ment has been skilfully got over in 
this way to the satisfaction of both 
the management and the workers’ re- 
presentatives but not the workers. 
We suspect a much larger number 
than 1750 will be proved to be “not 
interested in rejoining’ without their 
even coming to know that they were 
expected to join work. 

The question which arises out of 
the massacre is this; Did the union 
leaders discharge their responsibilities 
properly > Unfortunately, it does not 
seem so. On the contrary the workers 
were apparently led up the garden 
path and came to grief. Too many 
union leaders think that all they have 
to do is to threaten a strike and the 
employers will come down on 
bended knees asking for mercy. The 
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facts of life are otherwise; With the 
bloated profits in the past years and 
bonus shares, most of the big guns in 
business are not at all worried at the 
prospect of a shut-down and some in 
fact would not mind helping the pro- 
cess along just to put the workers in 
their proper place. After all, they do 
not have the problem of paying the 
grocer. 

Many union Jeaders believe only in 
thetoric and emotionalism. They are 
prepared neither to educate the work- 
ers nor themselves, It is a fact that 
often nnion representatives who go ta 
the conference table to bargain for a 
bigger share of profits, cannot read a 
balance-sheet and when this is thrust 
under their noses they can only go 
on petulantly demanding what they 
want without being able to substantiate 
their claims. They cut a sorry figure 
indeed before the managements and 
are not averse to taking foolhardy ac- 
tion just to keep up their image be- 
fore the workers. A little homework 
in such cases would go much longer 
than a lot of gesticulation. But it 
would be ever so prosaic and shorn 
of glamour ! 

What is needed today is a new stra- 
tegy in which the whole struggle is 
kept in view and the workers are not 
considered expendable human mate- 
rial to satisfy the whims of grandeur 
of individual leaders. In a battle it 
would be a foolish general indeed who 
got his whole command knowingly 
ambushed, He would be disgraced 
in no time at all. On the other hand 
it often becomes necessary to fight a 
rearguard action with a small force 
who are doomed to extinction so that 
the main army escapes to fight another 
day. The events in Burn & Co. only 
show that Capital with a shrewd 
understanding of the fay of the land, 
smashed on entire army which may 
take years to rebuild, thus exposing 
other flanks to attack. And for ‘this 
the blame tests squarely on the union 
‘generals who led the workers. 

* 's 

It has always intrigued me as to 
what the organisers of processions and 
demonstrations gain by deliberately 
preventing others from using the roads. 
The remarks from ordinary workers 
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and clerks held up on their way home 
from office or somewhere else by a pas- 
sing demonstration are often caustic, 
even though they have full sympathy 
for the demonstrators. 

This type of demonstration seems 
to be a peculiarity of Calcutta alone. 
A colleague in Delhi who had occa- 
sion to tour Kerala extensively and 
witness demonstrations by the CPI 
(M) and other leftists throughout the 
State was quite surprised by the pat- 
tern of these things in Calcutta. He 
was all praise for the orderly way in 
which demonstrations and processions 
were carried on in Kerala with the 
least possible discomfort to those. not 
taking part in them. This genuine 
concern for the common people, he 
felt. was reciprocated by confidence in 
the leftists. 

Perhaps our leftists do not have 
either the time or the mood for think- 
ing of such things. Or maybe they feel 
they have nothing to learn from others. 

The weekend plan of West Bengal 
Government employees was of course 
different, but the police used it for 
a cynical show of strength, 

# ¥ 

In keeping with the new tradition 
of his job, Calcutta’s Mayor, Mr 
Gobinda Dey, recently took part in a 
nice little function to unveil a plaque 
to commemorate, of all things, the 
centenary Of the rosogolla. That the 
shop where the sweet was first made, 
closed down three years ago owing 
to the ban on ‘chhana’ sweets was un- 
fortunately an unpleasant fact but this 
did not daunt either the sponsors of 
the function or Mr Dey whose pic- 
ture was in all the papers. 

Presently, of course, rosogolla jis 
available in Calcutta 54 days of the 
week. But milk being short as it is, 
it is anybody’s guess how long you 
can continue to get it or for the matter 
of that how much milk actually goes 
into the making of the sweet. How- 
ever, real lovers of the sweet need not 
despair. Even if rosogolla dies in the 
land of its origin for want of milk, 
it will live on in the USA, Plans 
have been finalised to export the 

know-how to the USA and_ start 
manufacture with local collaboration. 
Even the necessary equipment, if re- 


ports are to |be believed, hasg 
built. ’ 
_ The time may not be far om 
rosogollas will come only on # 
the local variety having dis@ 
but we shall be able to pride onrm 
on having won a cultural yictorya 
the USA on the sweets front. 
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What then do the police expouti 
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Ws DOverty is paradoxical. Here, too many people toil to wrest a living from the earth, but the earth 
ial UY far too little. Embarrassed by the richness of resources and the poverty of means to exploit them, 
ted to gammeproduces not enough food to feed all of its population. 

n was large-scale mechanized farming coupled with intensive rural electrification can get the country perma- 


c of Wy out of this rut. Rural electrification on a wide scale can bring power to our farmers and help them 
ery limi Wmore food, and attain a new prosperity. 

ing: shave been playing a key role in making the country’s rural electrification programme a success. GEC's 
rirvnatines Heservoir of technical Know-how and resources are directed to improve continually all GEC equipment 
‘h o B essential to cope with the increasing problems of power distribution and utilisation in rural areas. 

of com ng these years, GEC have been called, many times, to participate in the vital nation-building projects that 
Or ping to change the face of rural India—projects that include the Bhakra Nangal and the Hirakud Dams. 
ize SUF have also played a leading role in successfully implementing the programme of village electrification. 


tl bhave supplied a large number of transformers, motors, switchgear and pumpsets to help make the 


me? W More Food’ campaign a success. 


and the hese developments one factor remains unchanged—the GEC quality. Installed at India's farms, GEC 
lice Be ly products are helping to bring the country closer to agricultural self-sufficiency and farm prosperity 
> -previs iider, they have become the most trusted weapons in the country’s fight against hunger 
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Letter from America 


Election Prospects 


Rost CHAKRAVORTI 


HE Presidential election this year 

has turned out to’ be the wildest 
guessing game. At this stage of the 
game, guessing is restricted to the 
nomination of the candidate of the 
two parties, and the pollsters and 
commentators are literally mushroom- 
ing with their projections and predic- 
tions. In this land of fat newspapers 
and prolific commentators, even a 
knowledgeable observer of American 
politics is liable to be lost in the forest 
of news and speculations. And, the 
news and speculations change colour 
from day to day like autumn leaves, 

One day, you hear that Kennedy 
gets mobbed wherever he goes. The 
next day, you learn that he was booed 
by young listeners in San Francisco for 
his support of the draft. Today, you 
hear that Hubert Humphrey is wash- 
ed up. Tomorrow, you Jearn that 
Hubert’s cause is not lost yet. Don’t 
give up Triple H, as James Reston 
warns. Nixon, you hear, is heading 
all the polls; and yet, there are Re- 
publican leaders who are not sure 
that he is the candidate that can beat 
a Democratic nominee, And now 
Rochefeller is on the scene, 

Eugene McCarthy's young storm 
troopers worked miracle at New 
Hampshire and Wisconsin, and “sud- 
denly there was hope in America”, as 
a full page advertisement proclaimed. 
Now, you hear that he is not making 
much headway among the Negro com- 
munities and that his chances at 
Indiana and Nebraska primaries are 
not too bright. 

These are some of the trees in the 
forest of news and speculations in the 
primary-nomination phase of the Pre- 
sidential election politics, And we 
are likely to miss the forest for the 
trees, 

We are likely to miss the fact that 
although the young people mob Ken- 
nedy and hover around McCarthy as 
a new messiah, the 1968 electorate is 
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basically unyoung. This is the care- 
ful finding of Mr Scammon of: the 
Governmental Affairs Instituté and a 
former director of the Census Bureau. 

We are likely to miss the fact that 
if the American electorate is un- 
young, it also includes a vast ségment 
that is conservative and unenlightened 
to a degree that will appal the voters 
from a so-called undeveloped country. 
The leaders of this crucial conserva- 
tive section of American voters had 
woven a system of patronage and 
corruption that would be unthinkable 
in a country like India, 

Take the case of George Wallace of 
Alabama, for instance. Although he 
does not hold any office in the State 
at all, he has on his campaign entour- 
age several State officials, On one 
California trip, Wallace brought along 
no fewer than 16 State police officers. 
Wherever he poes, he takes with him 
a varying number of Alabama State 
troopers, both in and out of uniform, 
some equipped with walkie-talkies and 
all equipped with ‘firearms. 

The patronage system is a feature 
of the American political system. A 
recent report says that in Indiana poli- 
tical appointees regularly give two 
percent of their salaries to the party 
in power. A small businessman in 
Alabama recently charged that his low 
bids or contract were consistently 
turned down in favour of others who 
agreed to pay kickbacks into the poc- 
ket of Seymore Trammell, a self-made 
entrepreneur who handles all of Wal- 
lace’s financial affairs from the state 
treasury to the campaign war chest. 
The businessman has filed a case and 
it is likely to blow up into a big 
scandal. : 

=a 
Bossism 

Political bossism through wire-pull- 
ing and (patronage is nothing new in 
politics, but in the United States these 
have been institutionalized into a sys- 
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vacation time to think deeply on the 
issues ‘that face this nation and the 
world. Candidates may argue in detail 
on the issues that the electorate may 
faintly understand or care to under- 
stand or perhaps even to listen. 
Perhaps, I've drawn a pessimistic 
picture of the American political pro- 
cess in this Presidential election year. 
But somehow I cannot help remem- 
bering that the American electorate 
chose Eisenhower over Stevenson at a 
time when this country was also faced 
with a crisis in Asia. Even now, the 
polls say that Eisenhower is the most 
udmired politician in the United States. 


The Press 


Chere are lots of people im the cam- 
puses and the citics who think that he 
was 2 poor leader and a poor Presi- 
dent. These are the people who are 
now shouting either for McCarthy or 
Kennedy. There is something heart- 
warming and exciting about their cla- 
mour and enthusiasm, but the point is 


Not Ditched 


COMMENTATOR 


‘MHE Soviet Prime Minister's 
first ever visit to Pakistan 
appeared to have sent Indian news- 
papers in the sulks. For days before 
the visit they carried reports that 
President Ayub Khan would try to 
impress on Mr Kosygin the need for 
stopping Soviet military assistance to 
India for the sake of peace in the 
sub-continent. It was reported that as 
a bait to the Soviet Union the Pakis- 
tani President may even offer not to 
renew the lease for the American 
electronic intelligence base near Pesha- 
war. Mr Kosygin’s public utterances 
in Pakistan could not also have been 
soothing to many Indian ears. He 
noted the stupendous economic pro- 
gress and political stability attained by 
Pakistan Under Mr Ayub Khan and 
described Pakistan’s foreign policy as 
independent and worth emulating by 
the emerging nations. He promised 
a steel mill in West Pakistan and an 
atomic power station in Bast Pakistan; 
he offered to sign a long-term trade 
pact with Pakistan and actually signed 
a cultural and scientific exchange pro- 


gramme. All this showed how re- 
markably President Ayub’s foreign 


policy of triangular tight-rope walk- 
ing was succeeding while our own non- 


that these intellectuals and liberals 
neither make nor mar a Presidential 
candidate. 

LBJ is gone from the scene. But 
do not underestimate Triple H. One 
who runs Jast may not necessarily 
finish last. 
alignment remained a suspect, There 


was a perceptible feeling that what 
India had gained by assiduously culti- 
vating the Soviet friendship might be 
secured by Pakistan without much 
effort and in spite of its close relations 
with China and the USA. Mr Kosy- 
gin’s detour on his return journey to 
Moscow for an unscheduled stopover 
in New Delhi salved this hurt, and 
newspapers scized the opportunity to 
stress how much the Soviet Union 
valued India’s friendship and how 
eager Mr Kosygin was to remove any 
misunderstanding that his Pakistan 
visit might have created in India. 

The Times of Inedia thinks that the 
Soviet Prime Minister would not have 
made the detour unless he wanted to 
prove once and for all that his Gov- 
ernment is not se¢king: friendly rela- 
tions with Pakistan at the cost of well- 
tested ties with India. The Govern- 
ment of India did not expect him to 
make a detour specially to apprise Mrs 
Indira Gandhj personally with the 
substance of his discussions with Pre- 
sident Ayub Khan. Moscow has re- 
peatedly made the point that India has 
nothing to fear from its policy of be- 
friending Pakistan and has provided 
enough evidence of its sincerity, For 
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instance, the Soviet Union has shown 
great appreciation of India’s defence 
needs vis-a-vis China and has not, un- 
like the United States, allowed Rawal- 
pindi to exercise a veto on its military 
supplies to this country. Mr Kosygin 
has not made any concession to Pakis- 
tan’s susceptibilities on this issue du- 
ring his visit there. The paper says 
in Pakistan the key issue now is that 
of succession, and the jockeying for 
succession has already started. In a 
sense Washington also is trying to 
regain its influence with the army 
officer corps by allowing Italy to sell 
100 Patton tanks to Rawalpindi. 
This is a matter of interest for Moscow 
as well. The Soviet Union has acquir- 
ed a measure of influence in Pakistan 
and is Clearly interested in preserving 
it. This and not the desire to project 
himself in a mediatory role once again, 
may explain the timing of Mr Kosy- 
gin’s visit to Rawalpindi. 

The Hindustan Times advises that 
Indian opinion would do well to get 
accustomed to an increasingly even- 
handed approach by Moscow to issues 
concerning the sub-continent. This is 
the lesson of Tashkent, and it has been 
reinforced by the Soviet Premier’s visit 
to Pakistan. Soviet-Pakistan relations, 
involving such issues as the renewal of 
the US military base in Peshawar and 
Pakistan’s affiliation with China, seem 
to have been the main subjects discus- 
sed. Moscow cannot hope to detach 
Pakistan from the United States or 
China, but it has sought to introduce 
itself into the equation by offering en- 
hanced aid to Pakistan. The Soviet 
offers are substantial, and Pakistan 
would seem to have got the best of all 
worlds in securing aid from the US, 
China and Russia simultaneously. Re- 
garding the Pakistani campaign against 
Soviet arms deliveries to India the 
paper says Mr Kosygin could well have 
pointed out that Pakistan draws on 
the US and China and other suppliers 
of arms. But in his speeches Mr 
Kosygin did lay stress on the need to 
reduce the heavy expenditure on arms 
by India and Pakistan. This could 
possibly indicate a willingness to slow 
the pace of arms deliveries to India if 
Pakistan's suppliers would do the 
same, The interests of Moscow, New 
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Delhi and Rawalpindi clearly lie in the 
emergence of a stable and friendly sub- 
continent on good terms with the 
Soviet Union, The problem is to 
secure agreement on priorities and 
timing and to disperse the suspicion 
with which India and Pakistan view 
each other’s actions. 


More Than A Gesture 

Mr Kosygin’s stopover in New Delhi 
appears t Lhe Statesman as more 
than a gesture. It confirms a power- 
ful neighbour’s anxiety not to Jet any 
avoidable misunderstanding cloud its 
relations with her. Mr Kosygin pro- 
bably had more to put across to Mrs 
Gandhi than can be through the 
routine channels of diplomacy and the 
written down word; the very private 
nature of the discussion between them 
confirms this. The Soviet interest in 
promoting stability in this area is by 
now clear and well-established. Be- 
cause of that, it would seem, Mr Kosy- 
gin had to disappoint Pakistan's ex- 
pectations of Soviet military aid even 
at the risk of losing something in his 
other great game of weaning Pakistan 
simultaneously from China and the 
West; it would be natural for him to 
try to see what compensation could 
be found in terms of Indo-Pakistan 
relations, Ideas of Soviet economic 
aid to Pakistan, which were gencralis- 
ed and vague so far, have assumed the 
shape of two clear and prestigious 
commitments. The resulting impact 
on Indo-Pakistan relations will not be 
easily known, but it would be surpris- 
ing if there were none. Quite possibly 
there will be little impact, certainly 
little very soon, on the problem of 
Kashmir. But certainly it is likely 
that chances of useful discussions be- 
tween India and Pakistan on the other 
problems between them have improved 
as a result of Mr Kosygin’s visit to 
Pakistan, 

Patriot has interpreted Mr Kosygin’s 
unscheduled visit as a reaflirmation of 
the fact that Indo-Soviet relations are 
on an unusual plane of international 
affairs. That the Soviet Prime Minis- 
ter made it a point to say just before 
he left Karachi that no understanding 
with Rawalpindi will be so designed 
as to damage the Soviet Union’s warm 
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Anticipations 


ANIRUDHA GuPpTA 


N writing this, 1 hope, 1 am not 

infringing on the privileges of the 
editor. The policy of a journal de- 
pends entirely on the discretion of its 
editor (or, at least, it should be so); 
but as one who has some association 
with the working of different week- 
lies, I presume, it would not be too 
impertinent on my part to say a few 
words in anticipation. Every writer, 
poet, or artist has an image in his 
mind to which he gives concrete shape 
in ink or colour; a journal too—as a 
collective effort—has an image be- 
fore it which it hopes to realize in 
time. 

Perhaps this aspect is important ; 
for too often journals are launched 
with a fanfare which appear, in no 
time, like stale sandwiches on a Sun- 
day morning. I do not know if such 
publications make any impression, ex- 
cept on the minds of those who pub- 
lish, edit or write in them. Here, in 
this matter, it seems to me that jour- 
nals which claim to be ‘Leftist’ need 
to lean a lot from those they call 
either “capitalist” or “reactionary”, 
After all, the latter take a great deal 
of care to push their circulation. A 
journal like the Weekend Review 
shows what technical skill can do to 
transform a few pages of ordinary 
writing into most attractive reading. 
A journal with a Leftist bias, on the 
other hand, takes it for granted that 
its readers are going to bo “like-mind- 
ed”; bence it is their “moral duty” 
to go through the pages of indiges- 
tible printing and very sloppy editing. 

Why should this be so at all ? One 
must now question the basic assump- 
tion of all “Left thinking” intellec- 
tuals, groups, and journals who take 
their public for granted. The attitude 
familiar to all of them is that “If the 
rest do not understand us, it is surely 
their fault, not ours”, This attitude 
—let us not deny has made Leftism 
merely a fad among various groups 
who fight more among themselves for 
what they hold to be “morally supe- 





rior” opinions rather than explain why 
they are superior. 
After 20 years of Independence and 


with a world yastly changed from 
what it was at the end of the Second 
World War, can any thought, con- 
cept, or notion remain sacrosanct ? 
The material basis of the world as a 
phenomenon has undergone a séa- 
change but the world of consciousness 
has refused, more or less, to accept 
the change. Our conscious postures 
are sO many adjustments to. situations 
and sometimes to alien ideas, but 
véry seldom they indicate a new line 
of thinking. 


Opinion-making 

The function of a journal is largely 
opinion-making, but such a function 
can and must only be rendered if one 
really puts every pound of energy 
info understanding, analysing and ex- 
plaining the issues to the readers. Un- 
fortunately this aspect remains most 
neglected: writers in wecklies spend 
litte time on what ‘they write or else 
express opinions on any and every- 
thing without caring to substantiate 
them. It is this, above everything 
else, that makes a journal soul-less. 

It is true that a weekly cannot 
always maintain such vigorous dis- 
cipline—its editorial stafi are over 
worked; articles do not reach it on 
time and, of course, there is the prob- 
lem of finance, Yet, this aspect can- 
not be neglected. By and large, a 
weekly also tries to inform public opi- 
nion or to become informative. It Js 
here that it can play a truly construc- 
live role, for very littl has been done 
by our national newspapers to inform 
the Indian reader. It is true that 
Frontier cannot be reasonably expect- 
ed to do all this in the beginning; 
nevertheless a beginning can be made 
if it carries from time to time supple- 
ments covering important national or 
international issues. Such supplements 
may contain only two or three articles 
but they should be produced with a 
view to examining the issues from 
every angle, to give a presentation 
immediately attractive to the readers 
and, if possible, to carry conviction to 
them, 

It is here that we should realize the 
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limitations of a journal produced in 
the English language. Functioning 
in a society where the common man 
does not know English, it can only 
work as a |journal of the English- 
knowing elite—the university students, 
teachers, writers and other professional 
classes. This is perhaps our greatest 
drawback—we cannot reach the com- 
mon man even if we want to—but 
then if we skip over to a vernacular 
language, the journal may lose its all- 
India significance. This is the dilem- 
ma in which we are all placed and it 
is for Frontier to resolve it. If the 
character and limitations of the elite 
are known, then it may only perform 
that role which brings about a shade 
of change in the making of elite opi- 
nion; if it does not, mere sentimental 
stuff will deluge the readers. On the 
other hand, perhaps it is necessary to 
inform the readers what work is going 
on in different Indian languages—not 
only in the literary sense but in all 
other aspects of life. In this respect 
the review columns should be devoted 
only to books written by Indian 
authors cither in English or other 
languages and only such foreign books 
should be brought to the readers’ 
notice which, according to the edito- 
rial board, are worth noticing. Apart 
from book-reviews, advertisements 
of books in different languages must 
somehow be secured so that one may 
know the degree and direction of in- 
tellectual life in the country. This is 
an aspect which the existing weeklics 
or even dailies have neglected; but it 
should be looked into if one wants to 
make any contribution to our struggle 
for national integration. 
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For Adolescents Only 
MRIGANKA SEKHAR Ray 


OND is no more a Jone ranger 
these days. He has many com- 
petitors equallly intent on carrying 
out their deadly missions. There are 
the men from Uncle led by the 
suave and dignified Napoleon Solo; the 
trigger-shy, girl-happy Boysie Oakes, 
the invincible Flint and, of course, the 
cold cynic Lemas, the antithesis of 
all super-spy glamour, to whom spy- 


ing is just another form of life’s 
Sisyphean labours. Now we have 


Matt Helm launched into the firma- 
ment of international espionage and 
The Silencers (directed by Phil Katrl- 
son) details the exploits of this debo- 
nair photographer turned secret agent 
who is summoned by the government 
to forestall the menacing plans of Big 
O, who is trying to drag the world into 
another global conflict. As usual, 
the hero triumphs in the end and in 
the process we are served with gad- 
gets, girls and gimmicks. But almost 
all the items, except a backfiring auto- 
matic which provides some comic in- 
terludes, are a trifle over-used. 
Burnett Guffey’s expressive lighting 
and Joseph Wrights plush sets do 
little to hide the essential hollowness 
of the script; so does the colourless 
acting by Dean Martin who appears to 
be a complete misfit in his role which 
calls for a tauter and a more polished 
performance. 


The Bible 

It is surprising to see a director 
like John Huston going in for bigs and 
making an artistic flop like The 


Bible. Indeed, had the credits not 
included Huston’s name, the film 
would not have been worth a line’s 


notice. Starting from the creation of 
the world, this over-long and dreary 
film carries us through a long proces- 
sion of episodes heaped upon one 
another without purpose or signifi- 
cance. Interpretations, arrangement, 
cohesion and order—ihese elements 
are singularly absent from the script. 
Indeed sometimes the film looks lixe 
carelessly chopped-off bits from the 
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ENGALI drama in its form 
years freely drew on Sil 
peare for its nourishment; yi 
later stage, the master’s status Will 
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Kine Lear the other day. The 
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it a profound poetic drama. 
Mmduction was not free from 
The acting was uneven, the 
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exhibition of paintings by 
Animesh Sen Gupta was on 
Mthe Academy of Fine Arts, 
wm! Road, Calcutta recently 
Were 16 exhibits, all in oil. 
Mm Gupta, who has had a number 
bs in Calcutta, was having his 
#s0lo exhibition in the city. By 
ime, we feol, he has yet to 
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attain maturity. Some of his patterns, 
however, are attractive. But his de- 
signs, barring one or two exhibits, are 
somewhat repetitive, and stop short 
at being just patterns, withou: having 
much more to say. He has some 
distance to go before he arrives, 
though there are indications that lead 
us to hope that he will, for some of 
the pieces. show that he has promise. 
Among them is “Heartless Lion”. 

Another exhibition, also at the 
Academy (New Gallery), was that of 
M. Rajaji. It was a rather insipid 
collection of 15 oil paintings. There 
was a deliberate desire to attain pret- 
tiness and neither the colours nor the 
drawings made any lasting impression. 
Besides, there was very little varia- 
tion. 


Letters 
Trouble In Ajmer 


“Crime Prevention Week” was 
celebrated with a flourish throughout 
the country recently. During this 
week itself; I saw in Ajmer a 
cynical, disgusting crime bemg com- 
mitted with the connivance of the 
police. To be precise it was the 
murder of Muslims, which has been 
named as “the communal trouble”. 

At least four Muslims were murder- 
ed during the Crime Prevention 
Week; the police officials when approa- 
ched told me that they were “missing” 
and not murdered. Not a single per- 
son was arrested in connection with 
the attack on the minority commu- 
nity. This attack was obviously led 
by Jana Sangh workers who are very 
anxious to win the forthcoming elec- 
tion to the Municipal Committee of 
Ajmer. 

The trouble started over a 
The Hindus (why do we call them 
the majority community >) objected 
to Muslims’ (and why do we dub 
them as the minority community?) 
drawing water from the well. The mat- 
ter was taken to the Court. Suddenly 
one day a small Hindu girl was missing 
from her house and there was a sen- 
sation in the town. Immediately a 


well. 


Sindhi young man sprang up from 
somewhere and advised the people to 
look into the well. The body of the 
gir] was there. That was the begin- 


ning of the so-called “communal 
trouble”. Local Jana Sanghis an- 
nounced without any investigation 


that the girl had been thrown into the 
well by the Muslims. An old Muslim 
who did some dyeing work near by 
was beaten up mercilessly by the 
crowd, his house was bumit and then 
be was declared “missing”. The 
police arrived after the trouble was 
over and did not make any arrest. 

A few days after this incident the 
body of a small boy was found from 
the same well. Immediately when it 
was announced that the boy was miss- 
ing some local ‘social leaders’ advised 
them to search the well. The body 
was taken out in a procession where 
filthy and obscene slogans were shout- 
ed. Ajmer observed complete hartal 
that day and in the evening a public 
meeting was held where some local 
leaders (only Jana Sangh candidates 
for the forthcoming Municipal Com- 
mittee elections) delivered heroi¢ 
speeches and announced that the Tri- 
colour fiag of India would be hoisted 
over Lahore and Peshawar very soon. 
Again the police did not take any at- 
tion and no arrests were made, This 
gave a chance to the Hindi: commt- 
nalists of Ajmer to “miss” a few 
Muslims from the city. 

When the procession with the body 
of the boy was being taken out, soda- 
water bottles were thrown frequently 
in Muslim localities and also at the 
Dargah of Khwaja Sahib Chisti 
(where thousands of Muslims come 
every year from all over the world 
for Haj). 

The third incident is more interest- 
ing. Two Muslim youths asked 4 
small child of about 10 years of age 
about the house of a particular person 
in that mohalla. The child started 
weeping and within seconds about 200 
people gathered there and gaye a 
good thrashing to the two youths 
Again the police did not take any ac- 
tion against the people who took the 
law into their own hands. 

The most significant thing is that 
the incidents were unreported in the 
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national Press. All the dailies of 
New. Delhi and both the news agen- 
cies, PTL and UNI, have their corres- 
pondents at Ajmer. But none dared 
to flash the news of the killing of 
the poor Muslims. 

I am writing this letter with a full 
sense of responsibility and can help 
the CBI or any other official or non- 
official agency which wants to make 
a proper investigation. Anyone inter- 
ested may contact me at my address. 

J. S. CHOPRA 
Cottage No. J-119, 
Rajouri Garden, 
New Delhi-27 


Black Revolution 


Illuminating as it is for the most 
part, Mr Greenberg's article in your 
inaugural remains superficial 
and incomplete. 

The liberation of Afro-Americans is 
no doubt a minority issue. And it 
is also true that minorities have made 
revolutions—e.g. the whole series of 
bourgeois-democratic revolutions start- 
ing from the Cromwellian revolution 
in England and ending with the fall of 
Batista. But 1 think it is impossible 
in this year of the most glorious Tet 
offensive in South Vietnam and in 
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this epoch where the principal task is 
the destruction of U.S. imperialism to 
envision a minority revolution. Mr 
Greenberg appears to disagree. He 
thinks that the Afro-Americans, be- 
cause of their employment in pivotal 
sectors of the economy, can paralyze 
U.S. imperialism at home (and thus 
win black liberation) by sabotaging 
those pivotal sectors. Quite naturally, 
in his thesis Mr Greenberg finds no 
occasion to discuss the role of white 
proleterians, even though he recogni- 
zes that the black revolution is class 
war and requires for its sucess the 
combined action of the oppressed all 
over the world, 

I raise the issue of the white pro- 
letarians because of my view that the 
liberation of black proletarians is 
tied up completely with the liberation 
of the white proletariat in 
U.S. This is bound to be true if one 
accepts the fact that the struggle with- 
in the U, S. will be protracted and ex- 
tremely more complicated than a series 
of quick terrorist actions to paralyze 
the economy. U. S. imperialism, 
which in Mr Greenberg’s opinion, 
“will stop at nothing, probably not 
even nuclear weapons,” can surely be 
expected to take care of the situation 
when the sabotaging begins by build- 
ing blockhouses for blacks and a more 
skilful use of white proletarians coup- 
led with further automation in the 
economy. I think at that point, Mr 
Greenberg and others will have to shed 
their petty-bourgeois romanticism and 
look to the black and white masses for 
their base. 

Maoist leaders of black liberation 
such as Bill Epton or John Harris, 
both architects of tremendous mass 
action in the Harlem and Watts 
Country, Los Angeles, uprisings, rea- 
lize this. That is why the Progressive 
Labour Party, the proletarian van- 
guard of America, prepares for the 
final reckoning by militant action and 
patient base building among both the 
black and white proletarians. 

VASKAR NANDY 
Jalpaiguri 


I read the article, “The Black Re- 
volution” hy Mare Greenberg 
(14,4.68). I think I shall not be 


entirely wrong if I say ‘Ui 
Communists have lost hope 
prospect of a successful soul 
volution in the advanced @ 
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talist system”. { wonder } 
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U.S. capitalist system is sttong 
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SOME FACTS 


THEY SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


PROGRESS IN PURCHASE OPERATIONS 


Crop yeas Domestic Imported Percentage of Value of Grain 
Domestic Acquired 
(lakh tonnes) Grain Purchases (In Rs crores) 
* 1964-65 4.0 7.9 34 72 
1965-66 1.7 12.8 48 156,80 
1966-67 18.7 23.5 44 311.00 
*% 1967-68 46.3 24.5 65 564.03 


From April to October, 1965. 


** From October 1967 to August 1968. 


*ROGRESS IN SALES: 


1965-66 Rs. 130 crores 
1966-67 Rs. 251.19 crores 
1967-68 Rs. 375 crores (Provisional) 


STORAGE CAPACITY (in takh tonnes) 


1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 
5.02 7.03 16.54 15.08 38.46 (as on 31.8,1968) 
Better price to the Parmer Service to the Farmer and 


Better ood to the Consumer the Consumer is Our business 


THE FOOD CORPORATION OF INDIA 
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Wear-Tested to 
give you more comfort 


} Bwect Injection Process locks the Upper'to the sole 
for the life of the shoe. No nails. No stitching. 
There’s nothing to come loése and give way 
with D | P soling. !s waterproof. |s lightweight 
and flexible. Is guaranteed for 6 months, 

Bata D | P Walkmaster is wear-tested 

for comfort. This means that 

the original model is actually worn 

under ordinary day-to-day conditions, 

is checked and adjusted and altered 

until, when finally approved 

for production, it has an extra 

step of comfort you don’t 

usually get in other shoes, 
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